AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.114(c) 
U.S. Appln. No. 10/727,993 



Attorney Docket No. Q78780 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A print control apparatus comprises-,--; 

an information obtaining device which obtains from a printer, information regarding a 
consumed level of a consumable item every predetermined period of time T ; 

a receiving device which selectively receives a setting from a user in which a notice that 
the consumed level of the consumable item is in advanced stage is limited to once within a 
predetermined period of time T ; 

a notifying device which notifies the user that the consumed level of the consumable item 
is in advanced stagey aad 

a determining device which determines whether or not the user is notified of an advanced 
consumed level of the consumable item whose consumed level is found to be in advanced stage 
according to said information regarding the consumed levels 

• : ! info rmation storing device, which stores a previous status for each of a plur ality 
of consumable items, wherein the previous status indicates whether a respective consumable 
item is in a status where replacement is recommended; 

■:: iV-ivr.ihoii ,j.;k u -\ dc\ ICC, v> hjch regMdiny cad] ojjhe plii!;ih;\ of 

consumab : h > i g ^otice is given to the user regarding the 

respective consumable item; 

wherein when the consumable item whose consumed level is found to be in advanced 
stage does not have a setting that the notice as to advanced consumed level is limited to once 
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within the predetermined period of time, then said determining device determines that the user is 
notified of the advanced consumed levels 

wherein when the consumable item whose consumed level is found to be in advanced 
stage has a setting that the notice as to advanced consumed level is limited to once within the 
predetermined period of time, and said notice as to advanced consumed level of the consumable 
item has not been given to the user within said predetermined period of time, then said 
determining device determines that the user is notified of the advanced consumed level; iffid 

wherein when the consumable item whose consumed level is found to be in advanced 
stage has a setting that the notice as to advanced consumed level is limited to once within the 
predetermined period of time, and said notice as to advanced consumed level of the consumable 
item has already been given to the user within said predetermined period of time, said 
determining device determines that the user is not notified of the advanced consumed level; 

wherein the information obtaining device obtains information regard ing whether or not a 
status of each of the plurality of consumable items is in a status where replacement is 
recommended; 

wherein the ioeen \\)^ tkwiee r.veiY:> .; Vp;:i-.: !V:.::M:;i:. .\;eh ;;i':lk- ph-usliiv. of 

consumable items; 

wherein, if previously obtained information regarding the plurality of consumable items 
is not in a status where replacement is recommended and currently obtained information 

omumab ; rns is in a status where replacemen t isrecon 
then the dc t errni; ung device d e scmih ies a nor ice t ?J 'an ud\at - :e d consumed level of the plurality 
of consumable items; 
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wherein the d.-io- - <> v. w of an advanced 

consumed level of the plurality of consumable items if: 

pi .', SOI: !\ V> 'to !:10'l i U fl> I P: io : U t P E v <^!i d !!!'_> : h . pb ■: obl\ -"'I ' OE I ->: ii iM . KCiON d<\<\ 
'If!' litlj uNd'HOd H:il>i PulU^ i e i t H i t : i. iiv pkiK'U) O:*. unstihP'H it Ml H^iC P,'- :H> 

difference in status of the plurality of consumable items: and 

currently obtained information regarding the plurality of consumable i tems 
indicates that at lea st a subset of the plurality of consumable items are in a status where 
svpku ejnenj is i > opJia^llskd; and 

each of the subset of the plurality of consumable items has a setting in which a 
notice that the consumed level of the respective consumable item is in advanced stage is limited 
to onj e v\ LtJlL O the predetermined period of time; and 

i j.m.--i J.-:o -.;or..:J in iiv - rat 1 e \s :. < ach iu 

plurality of consumable items is within the predetermined period of time; 

wherein the determining device determines to notify the user of an advanced consumed 
level of the plurality of consumable items if: 

p ! . \ !i H: ib uiU.iiiV'i iiblP PiaiinP t JliPJ ilv |'i:i: A:i\ of. ( >i ( -,U! :"ubl . ji fi!-, Jilii 

currently obtained information regarding the plurality of consuma ble items indicates no 
difference in status of the plurality of consumable items; and 

currently obtained information regarding the plurality of consumable items 
indie it.es that ; east < sul | 1 > 1 i > us where 

replacement is recommended; and 
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each of the suns c c -o niivj, >n which a 

notice that the consumed level of the respective consumabl e item is in advanced stage is limited 
! 50 in d, lo: n ion u 

i lh i di oi , 1 ;.i|0 ^<fj ij. i v t. ;; 0 ill, 

plurality of co '.s s not within the predetermined period of time; 

wherein the notifying device notifies the user, at one time, of all consumable items in a 
status whe re replacement is recommended, regardless of whether the respective con sul n t bl 

iii i s n is 1 Ju o i \\ u iu ^ i ret i i : sett!! in which ;• nohce \ \\<n \ \k 

consumed level of the respective consumable item is in advanced *>tagi is ed onc e within 
the p r edetermined period of time . 

2. (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 1, wherein, 
said predetermined period of time is one day, and 

said determining device stores a date when the notice is given to the user, if the setting is 
such that the notice as to advanced consumed level regarding the consumable item whose 
consumed level is in advanced stage, is limited to once within said predetermined period of time. 

3. (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 1, wherein, 
said receiving device further selectively receives a setting that the notice as to the 

advanced consumed level is not given and a setting that the notice as to advanced consumed 
level is given without limiting the number of times. 
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4. (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 1, 
wherein said printer is provided with plural types of consumable items, 

wherein said information obtaining device obtains information regarding a consumed 
level per consumable item from said printer, and 

wherein said receiving device selectively receives per consumable item a setting that the 
notice as to advanced consumed level of the consumable item is limited to once within the 
predetermined period of time. 

5. (currently amended): A recording medium on which a computer program is recorded, 
wherein said computer program allows a computer to execute a method comprising: 

an information obtaining process which obtains from a printer, information regarding a 
consumed level of a consumable item every predetermined period of time T .; 

a receiving process which selectively receives from a user a setting that a notice as to 
advanced consumed level of the consumable item is limited to once within a predetermined 
period of time-:_and 

a notification process, 

wherein if the consumed level of the consumable item is in advanced stage and 
the setting that the notice as to advanced consumed level of the consumable item is limited to 
once within a predetermined period of time has not been received, then the notification process 
notifies the user of the advanced consumed level-.; 

wherein if the consumed level of the consumable item is in advanced stage, the 
setting that the notice as to advanced consumed level of the consumable item is limited to once 
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within a predetermined period of time has been received, and the user has not been notified of 
the advanced consumed level of the consumable item within said predetermined period of time, 
then the notification process notifies the user of the advanced consumed level , ; a nd 

wherein if the consumed level of the consumable item is in advanced stage, the 
setting that the notice as to advanced consumed level of the consumable item is limited to once 
within a predetermined period of time has been received, and the user has been notified of the 
advanced consumed level of the consumable item within said predetermined period of time, then 
the notification process does not notify the user of the advanced consumed level, 

a printer information storing process which stores a previous status for each of a plurality 
oj cj ! iMimabie items, wherein the previous status indicates whether a respective consumable 
item is in i i commended; 

. ! j i <> k :. p-u v\\h •> ! -V \ ' pjiini.ifjy.of 

con uma bie items, a latest date when a warning notice is give n to the user regarding the 
respective consumable item; 

w r hcrein the information obtaining process obtains information regarding whether or not a 
staius i i i i mik s ii is hen. ! i 

recommended; 

wherein the receiving process receives a setting regarding each of the plurality of 
consumable items; 

wherein, if previously ob tained mformat ioi i regarding the plutahh liable uorns 

- .i iii - i v.* . mcnt is recommende d .h.-J ',';npn,h .^-i information 
regarding the plurality of consumable items is in a status where replacement is recommended, 
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then the notification process notifies the user of an advanced consumed level of the plurality of 
consumable items; 

of the pjii.ni ; - >i.i> \uuih it m 11 

previously obtained information regarding the plurality of consumable items and 
currently obtained information regarding the plurality of consumable items indicates no 
difl . vcncc in status of the plurality of consumable items; and 

current] j In 1 i rdiny | I lil is >lc if cm 

indicates that at least a sn 1 ■ i:l.ii.L plur ality of consumable items are in a status where 
replacement is recommended; and 

each of the subset of the plurality of consumable itcm -> i c j n whi 
notice that the consumed level of the rcspc > i - jc is limited 

to once within the predetermined period of time; and 

a latest date stored in the registration date storing process regarding each of the 
plurality of consumable items is within the predetermined period of time; 

w k':v;n lu 1 oil iv- i i. : ;s [h uv, h i -J i J d ofihe 

plurality of consumable items if: 

previously obtained information regarding the plurality of consumable items and 
currently obtained information regarding the plurality of consumable items indicates no 
difference in status of the plurality of consumable items; and 
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currently obtained information regarding the plurality of consu mable item.s 
indicates that at least a subset of the plurality of consumable items are in a status where 

exh oNh,. -.{■.'■-■^;\ oj'ih,/ :^i\v.\U\ : ;;f..v;: ^n-.iM.. i:/':!- \u>-, ,i mu in nhieh v. 
notice that the consumed level of the respective consumable item is in advanced stage is limited 
to once within the predetermined period of time; and 

a latest date stored in the registration date storing process regardin g each of the 
plurality of consumabl e items is not within the predetermined sx t jod of time.; 

wherein the notificat ion process notifies the user, at one time, of all consumable items in 
a sta tus w hero replacement is recommended, regardless of whether the respective eonsu-r ;:; bj c 
items in a st itus w here replacement is recommended have a setting in which a n otice thai the 
consumed eve! o tlv. resp ective cons I >j Ivan a| b onc e within 

the predetermined pe riod of time. 

6. (original): A recording medium according to claim 5, wherein, 
said predetermined period of time is one day, and 

said program further allows said computer to execute a process which stores a date when 
the notice is given to the user, if the setting is such that the notice as to advanced consumed level 
of the consumable item whose consumed level is in advanced stage, is limited to once within 
said predetermined period of time. 

7. (currently amended): A recording medium according to claim 5, wherein, 

9 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.114(c) 
U.S. Appln. No. 10/727,993 



Attorney Docket No. Q78780 



said printer is provided with plural types of consumable items, 

said information obtaining device- process obtains information regarding the consumed 
level per consumable item from said printer, and 

said receiving device process selectively receives per consumable item a setting that the 
notice as to advanced consumed level of the consumable item is limited to once within the 
predetermined period of time. 

8. (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 1, further comprising 
a display device, 

wherein said display device displays a warning screen; and 

wherein said warning screen indicates all consumable items for which replacement is 
recommended. 

9. (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 8, wherein said 
warning screen indicates that replacement is recommended for all consumable items in advanced 
stage. 

10. (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 8, wherein said 
warning screen is displayed regardless of a warning notice setting. 

1 1 . (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 8, wherein the 
warning screen further comprises a close button, and 
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wherein a date and a time are registered if the user closes the warning screen via said 
close button. 

12. (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 11, wherein said 
date and said time are only registered if the user closes the warning screen via said close button. 

13. (previously presented): A printer control unit according to claim 12, wherein if a date 
and a time are not registered within the predetermined period of time, then the display device 
displays the warning screen again. 

14. (previously presented): A recording medium according to claim 5, wherein said 
notification process comprises displaying a warning screen, and 

wherein said warning screen indicates all consumable items for which replacement is 
recommended. 

15. (previously presented): A recording medium according to claim 14, wherein said 
warning screen indicates that replacement is recommended for all consumable items in advanced 
stage. 

16. (previously presented): A recording medium according to claim 14, wherein said 
notification process displays said warning screen regardless of a warning notice setting. 
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17. (previously presented): A recording medium according to claim 14, wherein the 
warning screen further comprises a close button, and 

wherein said method further comprises a registration process which registers a date and a 
time if the user closes the warning screen via said close button. 

18. (previously presented): A recording medium according to claim 17, wherein said 
registration process registers said date and said time only if the user closes the warning screen 
via said close button. 

19. (previously presented): A recording medium according to claim 18, wherein if a date 
and time are not registered within the predetermined period of time, then said notification 
process displays the warning screen again. 
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